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What does this actually mean for students with 
disabilities?
When understanding students by their support 
needs, we are more inclined to (a) look for 
strengths (potentials, contributions to make) 
that supports can build on, (b) perceive 
successful participation in a classroom as being 
the consequence of the classroom’s capacity to 
meet a wide range of student needs, and (c) 
understand that a charge of educators includes 
problem solving necessary to identify and 
arrange supports and that instruction is a 
support strategy.





In my view, special education is 
services and supports that increase 
the capacity of classrooms and 
schools to educate a diverse 
population of students.  

Special educators are great problem 
solvers who can provide leadership 
in helping teachers and schools 
figure out how to  provide students 
with unique learning challenges an 
excellent education in the context of 
the general education classroom 
and school. 

Students are supported to learn and actively 
participate in the general education setting. 
They are not confined to a setting, but they 
are included.





What is taught?



curricular adaptations alter the content of  what is taught through 
supplementary, simplified, and alternative adaptations (Janney & Snell, 2013)



What to teach typically developing 
students? 

What to teach the child with the 
disability?

Great Warrior 
(Temper)

Great Poet

Egil’s Saga



How to teach 



Instructional adaptations alter 

how content is taught and/or how 

learning is demonstrated, and 

thus involve changing “one or 

more aspects of the input (the 

instructional stimuli or process) 

and/or one or more aspects of the 

output (the student response or 

product)”

Alternative adaptations alter the 

goal, the instruction, and the 

activity and include 

alternative/parallel activities.



How to teach – Good teaching goes beyond drill and 
practice – instructional adaptations

C

P

A Tip of the Iceberg

Buoyancy



Alternative adaptations – you can putt the golf ball while 
sitting down



Where to teach? Problem solving to maximize participation



Participation Supports include: Accommodations refer to supports that provide students 
with access to content taught in the curriculum, but do not change the difficulty level or the 
performance expectations. Modifications involve changing what is being expected of a 
student during or following a classroom activity or lesson. Personalized assistance
promotes student engagement  and participation to benefit from instruction. 
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